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which our people termed Frigates, as carrying orders trom 
the King to his officers, flew about like arrows, and fcarcely 
feemed to touch the water.—In the grand expedition to Pe- 
LELEW, where a fleet of upwards of three hundred canoes, 
of different fizes, were collected together, they formed a 
moft beautiful and fplendid appearance, 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 


Of the People and their Cuftoms.—Of their Marriages.—Of 
their Funerals. —Of their Religion.—General Character of 
the Natives. 


HE natives of thefe iflands are a ftout, well-made 
people, rather above the middling ftature; their com- 
plexions are of a far deeper colour than avhat is underftood 
by the Indian copper, but not black.—Their hair is long and 
flowing, rather difpofed to curl, which they moftly form into 
one large loofe curl round their heads; fome of the women, 
who have remarkably long hair, let it hang loofe down their 
backs.—It has already been obferved, that the men were en- 
tirely naked; the women wore only two little aprons, or 
rather thick fringes, one before and one behind, about ten 
inches deep and feven wide ; thefe were made of the hufks 
of the cocoa-nut ftripped into narrow flips, which they dyed 
with different fhades of yellow: this, their only drefs, they 
tied round their waifts, commonly with a piece of line, though 
fuch as were of higher ‘rank ufed a ftring of fome kind of 
beads ; the one figured in p/ate VI. fig. 1, was of a coarfe fort 
ef cornelian, and was worn by Erre Bess; who, under- 
ftanding that Captain W1LsoNn had a daughter, gave it to 
4 Mr, - 
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Mr. H. WI1LsoN, before his departure, as a prefent for his 
fitter. . 
_ Both men and women were tatooed, or, as they call it, 
melgotbed; this operation took place, as our people con- 
ccived, at a certain period of youth, they having never feen 
any children of either fex marked .by it.—The inen had 
theit Icft ear bored, and the women both; a few of the firft 
wore beads in the perforated ear, the latter put either fome 
leaf through, or an ear-ring of tortoife-fhell inlaid. The 
cartilage between the noftrils was alfo bored, in both fexes, 
through which they frequently put a little f{prig or blof- 
fom of fome plant or fhrub that accidentally caught their 
fancy *. 

When the men and women grew up,, their teeth were 
blacked; this was done by the means of fome dye; our 
people, whilft they remained at PELFw, had no opportunity 
of feeing how the effect was produced, underftanding only it 
was an operation that was both tedious and painful; but it 
was afterwards fully explained by LEE Boo to Captain WIL- 
SON, on his paflage to Exgland.—At SAINT HELENA, LEE 
Boo appeared much ‘delighted at finding fome groundfel, 
and chewing it, rubbed his teeth with it.—Captain W1LsoNn 
telling him it was not good to cat, he gave him to underftand 


* Perhaps it is owing to the defire of having the {cent of fowers, without the incon- 
venience of holding them, that the Ea/fern people bore the cartilage between the noftrils. 


The common people in ITary alfo wear fweet-fmelling flowers ftuck behind the ear, in- 


fuch a manner as to fall,on the face, that they may enjoy their fragrance when working 


or walking. es 
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that they had it at PeLew, and ufed it, with four other 
herbs, bruifed together, and mixed with a little chinam into 
a pafte, which was applied to the teeth every morning, in 
order to dye them black; the patients lying with their heads 
upon the floor, and letting the faliva run out of their 
mouths.—At night, he faid, the pafte was taken away, and 
they were permitted to eat a little —The fame procefs was 
repeated the day following, and five days were neceffary to 
complete the operation.—Lrg Boo defcribed it as a thing 
which gave them a great deal oftrouble, and made them 
extremely fick. 

Both foxes were very expert at fwimming, and appeared 
to be as perfectly at eafe in the water as on land.—The men 
were admirable divers ; if they faw any thing at the bottom 
of the fea which attracted their notice, they would-jump 
overboard inftantly and bring it up. 


THEIR MARRIAGES, 


Thefe were probably no more than a civil contract, but 
at the fame time that kind of contraét which was regarded 
as inviolable.—They allowed a plurality of wives, but én ge- 
neral had not more than two; Raa Kook had three; the 
King five, though not living together.—They did nor ap- 
pear to be in any degree jealous of them, permitting them 
to partake of all their diverfions.: 

When 
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When a woman was pregnant, although flic accompanied 
her hufband, yet fhe never flept with him, but always fepa- 
rated at night; and this was uniformly practifed by all the 
fex, even among the loweft clafs of the inhabitants; and it 
was remarked, that the utmoft attention was obferved to wo- 
men in that fituation—When any Chief appeared with his 
two wives, they ufually fat on either fide of the hufband, 
and the people feemed to pay them no other attention, but 
what is ufual in an intercourfe of the fexes, where the 
greateft good manners prevail.—One of our people, en- 
deatouring to make himfelf agreeable to a lady belong- 
ing to one of the Rupacks, by what we fhould term a 
marked affiduity, ARRA KooxeR, with the greateft civi- 
litysygave him to underftand it was not right to do fo. 

Tpey name the children very foon after they are born ; 
this: 1s moft probably done without any ceremony.—One of 
ABBA THULLE’s wives lay-in of a fon, at PELEw, during the 
time our people were at OROOLONG ; the King, out of his 
regard for Captain WiLson, named the little boy Cup tain, 
and afterwards informed Captain W1LsoN of the circum- 
ftance. 
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THEIR FUNERALS. 


In the foregoing narrative an account hath been given 
of the ceremony obferved by Mr. SHARP, at the interment 
of Raa Koox’s fon, in the ifland of PETHOULLE. Mr. M. 
WILSON, at that time at PELEw, was prefent at another 
funeral, of a young man who died of the wounds he had 
received in the fame battle in which the King’s nephew loft 
his life.—The account he gave me of it was as follows :— 
That accidentally noticing a number of the natives going 
towards a {mall village, about two miles from the capital, 
and hearing that the King was gone thither, curiofity in- 
duced him to join the throng. When he got to the place, 
he found a great crowd, furrounding a pavement on which 
ABBA THULLE was feated. The dead bedy was brought 
from a houfe not far diftant. The proceffion ftopped as 
it paffed before the King, who, without rifing from his 
feat, {poke very audibly, for a fhort time, and then the pro- 
ceffion went on.—Whether what he faid was an eulogium 
on the departed youth, who had fallen in his country’s fer- 
vice, neither of the linguifts being prefent, could not’be af- 
certained ; but fram the folemn manner in which the King 
delivered his {peech, and the refpe¢tful filence with which 
the people liftened to him, it is by no means improbable that 
this was the purport of it. 

Mr. 
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Mr. M. Wi1tson followed the body to the place of in- 
terment; he obferved an elderly womar getting out of thc 
new-made grave, who he conceived might be the mothcr, 
or fome near relation, whom affection had drawn to the mc- 
lancholy fcene, to be fatisfied that every thing was duly pre- 
pared.—When the corpfe was laid in the earth, the lamnenta- 
tion of the women attending was very great.—It appeared, 
on this occafion, as well as at the funeral of RAA Koox’s 
fon, that no men, but thofe who conveyed the body, were 
prefent; thefe laft fad offices were left to the tendernefs of 
the weaker fex: the men only affembled round the body, 
before it was carried to the grave, where they preterved a fo- 
lemn filence; their minds, from principles of fortitude or 
philofophy, being armed to meet the events of mortality 
with manly fubmiffion, divefted from the external teftimony 
of human weaknefs. 

They had places appropriated to fepulture. Their graves 
were made as ours are in country church-yards; having the 
mould raifed up in a ridge, over where the body was aepo- 
fited.—Some had ftones raifed above them, with a flat one 
laid horizontally over, and furrounded by a kind of hurdle- 
work, to prevent any one from treading over them. 
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TILEIR RELIGION. 


There are few people, I believe, among the race of men, 
whom navigation hath brought to our knowledge, who 
have not fhewn, in fome inftance or other, a fenfé of fome- 
thing like religion, however it might be mixed with idola- 
try, or fuperftition ; and yet our people, during their con- 
tinuance with the natives of PELEw, never faw any parti- 
cular ceremonies, or obferved any thing that had the ap- 
pearance of public worfhip.—Indeed, circumftanced as the 
Englifb were, they had not enough of the language to enter 
on topics of this nature; and it would alfo have been 
indifcreet to have done it, as fuch inquiries might have 
been mifconceived, or mifconftrued by the natives. Added 
to this, their thoughts were naturally bent on getting away, 
and preferving, whilft they remained there, the happy inter- 
courfe that fubfifted between them and the inhabitants. 

Though there was not found, on any of the iflands they 
vifited, any place appropriated for religious rites, it would 
perhaps be going too far to declare, that the people of PE- 
Lew had abfolutely no idea of religion. Independant of 
external ceremony, there may be fuch a thing as the reli- 
gion of the heart, by which the mind may, in awful filence, 
be turned to contemplate the Gop of NaTuRE; and though 


unbleffed by thofe lights which have pointed to the Chrif-- 
6: tian 
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tian world an unertring path to happincfs and peace, yet 
they might, from the light of reafon only, have difcovercd 
the efficacy of virtue, and the temporal advantages arifing 
from moral re¢titude.—The reader will, by this time, have 
met with fufficient occurrences to convince him, that the 


inhabitants of thefe new-difcovered regions had a fixed and’ 


rooted fenfe of the great moral] duties ; this appeared to go- 
vern their conduct, glow in all their actions, and grace thcir 
lives.—Adctuated by fuch principles, we fee them laborious, 
induftrious, and benevolent. In moments of danger firm, and 
prodigal of life ; in misfortunes patient; in death refigned, 
—And if, under all thefe circumftances, he can cunceive 
that the natives of PELEw paffed their lives without fome 
degree of ConFIDENCE, fome degree of Ilorg, | have 
only to fay, his idea of mankind muft widely differ from 
my own. 

Superftition is a word of great latitude, and vaguely de- 
fined ; though it hath, in enlightened ages, been called the off- 
fpring of ignorance, yet in no times hath it exifted without 
having fome connedion with religion.—Now that the people 
of PeLew had, beyond all doubt, fome portion of it, appears 
from the wifh expreffed by the King, when he faw the 
fliip building, that the Z7g//b would take out of it fome par- 
ticular wood, whieh he perceived they had made ufe of, and 
which he obferved to them was deemed to be of #/ omen, or 
unpropitious. 

They 
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They had alfo an idea of an evil fpirit, that often coun- 
tcragted human affairs; a very particular inftance of this 
was feen when Mr. BARKER (a moft valuable member in 
the Evg/i/p society) fell backward from the fide of the veffel, 
then on the ftocks; Raa Koox, who happened to be pre- 
fent, obferved thereupon, that it was owing to the un- 
lucky wood our people had fuffered to remain in the veffel, 
that the cvil fpirit had occafioned this mifchief to Mr. Bar- 
ALR. ' 

In the paflage from PELEw to CHINA, fomewhat was dif- 
covered in Prince LEE Boo, pretty fimilar to what is com- 
monly called /econd fight;—at the time when he was (as 
before mentioned) very fea-fick, he faid how much he was 
concerned at the diftiefs iis father and friends were feeling, 
who Anew what he was then fuffering —The fame anxiety 
operated on him, on their account, when he perceived his 
diffolution drawing near, as we fhall have occafion to men- 
tion hereafter. 

They certainly entertained fo ftrong an idea of Divination, 
that whenever any matter of moment was going to be un- 
dertaken, they conceived they could, by fplitting the leaves 
of a particular plant that was not unlike our bull-ruafh, and 
meafuring the ftrips of this long narrow leaf on the back 
of their middle finger, form ajudgment whether it would 
or would not turn out profperous : this was obferved by Mr. 
M. WILSsoN, in his firft vifit to the King at PgLew; and 

on 
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on inquiry, was afterwards explained to the Eng/if, by the 
linguift, as being done to difcover if their arrival foreboded 
good or ill fortune.—It was noticed by feveral of our people, 
that the King recurred to this fuppofed oracle on different 
occafions, particularly at the time they went on the fecond ex- 
pedition againft ARTINGALL, when he appeared tu be very 
unwilling to go aboard his canoe, and kept all his attend- 
ants waiting, till he had tumbled and twitted his leaves into 
a form that fatisfied his mind, and predicted fuccefs.—Our 
people never obferved any perfon but the King apply to this 
Divination. 

It is hardly probable but the fond anxiety of a parent, on 
giving up a fon into the hands of ftrangers, who were to 
convey him to remote regions, of which he could form to 
himfelf but very imperfect notions, would, on fo intereft- 
ing a point, induce him to examine his oracle with un- 
common attention; and it is as little to be doubted but 
that every thing wore, to his imagination, a profperous ap- 
pearance.—Yet, to evince the fallacy of his prophetic le.ves, 
they certainly augured not the truth, nor prefented to the 
father’s mind even a fufpicion, that the fon he parted with 
he fhould fee no more! 

Qn this fubject, I would further wifli to bring back to the 
reader’s recollection a few occurrences already noticed :—— 
As Raa Kook, and others of the natives, were two or three 
times prefent when Captain WILSON, on a Sunday evening, 
affembled his people to read prayers to them, they ex- 

10 preffed 
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prefled no furprize at what was doing, but appeared clearly 
to underftand that it was the mode in which the Engii/h ad- 
dreffed that invifible God, whom they looked up to for pro- 
tection; and, however different their own notions might 
Le, they atrended the Eng/i/s on thefe occafions with great 
teipect, feeming defirous to join in it, and conftantly pre- 
ierving the moft profound fulence—the General never allow- 
ing the natives to {peak a fingle word, and refufing even to 
receive a meflage from the King, which arrived at the tents 
during divine fervice. 

The ceremony ufed by Raa Kook, after the funeral of 
his fon, when he repeated fomething to himfelf whikt he 
was marking the cocoa-nuts, and the bundle of beetle-leaves, 
which the old woman was to place on the young man’s 
grave, had every appearance of a pious office ;—and when he 
planted the cocoa-nuts, and fome other fruit-trees, on the 
ifland of OROOLONG, what he uttered in a low voice, as each 
fged was depofited in the earth, impreffed thofe prefent as the 
giving a benediction to the future tree that was to {pring 
from it.—The King alfo, when he took leave of his fon, 
faid a few words, which, by the folemnity they were deli- 
vered with, and the refpectful manner in which Lez Boo 
received them, induced all our countrymen to'conceive it was 
a kind of bleffing. 

I muft, in this place, add a circumftance that paffed in 
converfation with Captain WILson and Lee Boo, after he 
had been fome time in ENGLAND; the former telling him, 

that 


THE PELEW ISLANDS, 


that faying prayers at church was to make men good, that 
when they died, and were.Suried, they might live again 
above (pointing to the fky); LEE Boo, with great carnefi- 
nefs, replied—A// fame PELEW—Bad mien flay in earth—good 
men go into fky—become very beautiful, holding his hand in 
the air, and giving a fluttering motion to his finge:s.—This 
furely conveyed a ftrong idea, that they believed the fpirit 
exifted when the body was no mote. 

After combining all thefe facts, and uniting them with 
the moral characters of the people, the reader is left in a 
fituation to judge for himfelf (independent of LEE Boo’s 
declaration) whether it is probable that their lives could be 
conducted with that decency we have feen, and thcir minds 
trained to fo ftrong a fenfe of juftice, propriety, and delicacy, 
without having fome guiding principle of religion.—Thus 
much, at leaft, 1 think we may be authorized to affert—If all 
this was effected without it, it proves that the natives of Pr- 
LEw had been happy enough not only to difcover, but to ge 
perfectly convinced, that VIRTUE was i/s own reward. 


GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE NATIVES. 


I fhall clofe this account of the PELEw iflands with a few 
general remarks on the difpofition and character of the na- 
tives. 

The conduct of thefe people towards the Evg/i/ was, 
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from the firft to the laft, uniformly courteous and attentive, 
acconipanied with a politenefs that furprized thofe on whom 
it was beftowed. At all times they feemed fo cautious of in- 
truding, that on many occafions they facrificed their natural 
cutiofity to that refpect, which natural good manners ap- 
peared to them to exact. Their liberality to the Engi at 
their departure, when individuals poured in all the beft they 
had to give, and that of articles too of which they had far 
from plenty themfelves, ftrongly demonftrated that thefe 
teftimonies of friendfhip were the effufion of hearts that 
glowed with the flame of philanthropy; and when our 
countrymen, from want of ftowage, were compelled to re- 
fufe the further marks of kindnefs which were offered them, 
the intreating cyes and fupplicating geftures with which they 
folicited their acceptance of what they had brought, moft 
forcibly expreffed how much their minds were wounded, 
to think they had not arrived carly enough to have their 
litle tributes of affection received. 

Nor was this conduct of theirs an oftentatious civility ex- 
ercifed towards i{trangers.— Separated as they were from the 
reft of the world, the character of a ftranger had never en- 
tered their imagination.—They felt our people were dif- 
treffcd, and in confequence wifhed they fhould fhare what- 
ever they had to give. It was not that worldly munificence, 
that beftows and fpreads its favours with a diftant eye to 
retribution—Their bofoms had never harboured fo conta- 
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minating a thought—No; it was the pure emotions of na- 
tive benevolence—It was the love of man to man.—It was a 
fcene that pictured human nature in triumphant colouring 
—And, whilft their Jiberality gratified the fenfe, their vir ii 
ftruck the heart! 

Our people had alfo many occafions to obferve, that this 
fpirit of urbanity operated in all the intercourfe the natives 
had among themfelyes. The attention and tendernefs fhewn 
to the women was remarkable, and the deportment of the 
men to each other mild and affable; infomuch that, in the 
various feenes of which they were fpectators, during their 
ftay on thefe iflands, the Exg/i never faw any thing that had 
the appearance of conteft, or paffion: every one fecemed to 
attend to his own concerns, without interfering with the 
bufinefs of their neighbour.—The men were occupied in 
their plantations, or in cutting wood, making hatchcts, line, 
or {mall cords: fome in building houfes or canocs ; others 
in making nets and fifhing-tackle. The forming of dagts, 
{pears, and other warlike weapons, engroffed the attcntion 
of many more; as alfo the making of paddles for their boats, 
the fafhioning of domeftic utenfils, and the preparing and 
burning the chinam.—Such as had abilities to conduct any 
_ufeful employment were called by the natives Tacke/bys ; of 
this clafs were reckoned the people who built, or inlaid the 
canoes; fuch alfo were thofe who manufactured the tortoife- 
fhell, or made the pottery. 

Uu2 Although 
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sic 
Although industry, HeWever zealous, mutt be flow in pro- 
ducing its purpofe, unaided by proper implements, and la- 
_ dou x rendered seeart Ae e from this deficiency, yet, 
© Gn regions where fuch adtantages are denied, we « 
ra “that the ardour of attempting is abated. A fteady eve~ 
_ rance, to.a certain degree, accomplifhes the om. sky at; “re a 
and Ewrope hath, not without reafon, been ue 
many fingular produétions imported from the nr 
-eoveries, fo neatly and curioufly wrought by artlels hands, 
“unaffifted but by fuch fimple tools as’ ferve only to in- 
creafe our furprize, when we fee how much they have 
_ effected.—Every man, by. his daily | ab gained his daily 
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RY exited their inferiors to toil and aétivity by their own ex- 
: “Samples. The King himfelf was the beft maker of hatchets 
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tifts.—Their manners were courteous, though they were far 
from being of loofe, or vicious difpofitions ;—they in gene- . 
ral rejected connections with our people, and refented any ' 
indelicate, or unbecoming freedom with a proper fenfe of 

modefty. 

In fuch fcenes of patient induftry, the years of fleeting rs 
life paffed on; and the cheerful difpofition of the natives ae 
fully authorized our people to fuppofe, that there were few | 
hours of it either irkfome or oppreffive. They were ftrangers 
to thofe paffions which ambition excites—to thofe cares 
which affluence awakens.—Their exiftence appeared to glide 
along like a fmooth unditturbed ftream ; and when the na- 
tural occurrences of life ruffled the furface, they poffeffed a 
fufficient portion of fortitude to reftore to it foon its wonted 
calm.—Their happinefs feemed to be fecured to them on 
the firmeft bafis; for the little which Nature and Provi- 
dence fpread before them, they enjoyed with a contented 
cheerfulnefS ; nor were their bofoms habituated to cherifh 
wifhes which they had not the power of gratifying. And 
it will not furely be denied, that in civilized nations the 
error of a contrary conduct exhibits, among the inactive, 
many melancholy repining countenances ; whilft it promypts 
more daring and uncontrouled fpirits to aim at compafling 
their views by injuftice, or rapine, and to break down the 
facred barrier of fociety. 

From the general character of thefe people, the reader, I 

fhould | 
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fhould conceive, will be difpofed to allow, that their lives 
do credit 6 human nature; and that, however untutored, 
however uninformed, their manners prefent an interefting 
picture to mankind.—We fee a defpotic government with- 
out one fhade of tyranny, and power only exercifed for ge- 
neral happinefs, the fubjects looking up with filial reverence 
to their King.—And, whilft a mild government, and an af- 
fectionate confidence, linked their little ftate in bonds of 
harmony, gentlenefs of manners was the natural refult, and 
fixed a brotherly and difinterefted intercourfe among one 
another, 

I am well aware, that in the expedition againft Prir- 
LEw, the deftroying the houfes and plantations of the hittle 
ifland belonging to it, which the natives, through fear, had 
abandoned, as well as the killing thofe whom they captured 
in battle, are both of them circumftances which will appear 
to militate againft that humanity which, throughout this 
work, I have attributed to the people of PeLEw.—Refpedct- 
ing the firft, though the landing in an enemy’s country, 
and fpreading devaftation and diftrefs, is by no means a 
practice new in the annals of hiftory, political neceffity 
qitalifying the meafure ; yet in thefe regions it feemed alfo 
to militate fo much againft their accuftomed maxim, ever 
to take an enemy by furprize, but to give previous notice of 
a meditated attack, that I am ftrongly inclined to think 

“this might have been a new art of war fuggefted to the 


King 


THE PELEW ISLANDS. 


King by the Ma/ay favourite, as it totally contradicted that 
open gcnerofity with which they at all times conduéted hof- 
tilities. 

As to their putting their prifoners to death, RAA Kook, 
on being cenfured for it by Captain WILson, faid, #t bad not 
always been /o; and, in affigning reafons for being compelled 
to do it, feemed to fhelter the proceeding undcr the plea of 
political neceffity. 

The number captured in any of their battles muft, from 
their mode of engaging, be at all times very trifling. In the 
moft confiderable engagement our people witnefled at Ar- 
TINGALL, no more than mime were made prifoners, which 
the natives accounted a great many; nor were thefe put to 
death in cold blood, it rather might be called the clofe of the 
battle. It was generally the effect of unfubfided paffion or 
revenge, the terminating blow being, in moft cafes, given 
by fome one who had loft a near relation, or friend, in the 
battle, or was himfelf fuffering under the pain of a wound. 
Befides, as thefe iflands were fituated {0 nearly to each 
ether, it was next to impoffible to detain their captives ; 
they had no prifons to confine them; no cartel canoes to 
negotiate an exchange ; and, going about the ifland freely, 
the lives of the Sovereign, or his Chicfs, were at all times 
affailable by any vindictive fpirit. They had, as the General 


told Captain WiLsoN, ineffectually {trove to detain them as 
menial 
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menial fervants. Therefore, revolting as the idea is, if they 
have, in this refpedct, adopted a maxim which prevails among 
the Iya tribes in AMERICA, and in the numerous ftates of 
Arnica (though the number of lives factificed can never 
Acre be many) one hath only to lament that political neceffity 
hath (in common with a multitude of other uncivilized coun- 
tries) thrown a fliade over thefe new-difcovered iflands. 

It fhould be the caution of every writer, to endeavour to 
difarm criticifm, by meeting objections that may be made.— 
After the good difpofitions which the people of PELEw have 
been feen to poffefs, it may poffibly be faid, they were ad- 
dicted to pilfering when opportunity offered; a cenfure 
which many, I believe, think has been too fevercly paffed 
on the poor inhabitants of the fouthern ocean.—In the PE- 
LEW iflands, it was never done but by thofe of the loweft 
clafs ; and whenever complaint was made of any thing hav- 
ing been taken clandeftinely away, the King, as well as his 
Chiefs, confidered it as a breach of hofpitality, nor could 
their indignant fpirits reft till the article purloined was fearch- 
ed for, and if found, reftored.—Should fome Eafern Prince, 
magnificently decorated, accidentally, as he paffed along, 
drop a diamond from his robe, and were a poor peafant 
(knowing how great an acquifition it was) to fee it {fparkling 
in the duft, where is that refiftance, that felf-denial, which 
would go on and leave it untouched ?—A nail—a tool—or a 
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bit of old iron, was to them the alluring diamond.—They 
had no penal ftatute againft petty /arceny. They fought only 
the means of rendering eafier the daily toils of life, or of 
compafling with facility what they imperfectly accom- 
plifhed by unwearied perfcverance ! And, I am confident, 
the voice of reafon will unite with me in afferting, that they 
muft have been more than men, had they acted lefs like men. 
Virtuous in the extreme would be deemed that country, 
where the confcience of no individual, in the cool moments of 
reflection, could upbraid him with a heavier tranf{greffion, 
than applying to his own ufe a bit of iron that lay before 
him ! 

In the name of humanity, then, Ict us judge with Iefs 
rigour our fellow-creatures; and, fhould any one be difpofed, 
for fuch trivial failings, to cenfure the benevolent inhabitants 
of PELEw, that cenfure, 1 truft, for the fake of juftice, will 
never be paffed on them by thofe who live in civilized and 
enlightened nations—for Such mutt be too well convinced of 
the inefficacy of the beft-difefted laws, and the inability of 
their own internal police to reftrain the vices of mankind, 
by obferving, that all which Prudence can revolve, Wi/dom 
plan, or Power enforce, is frequently unable to protect their 
Property by pight, or their Per/ons, at all times, even under 
meridian funs.—They will reflect, that every bolt and bar is 
a fatire on fociety; and painfully recolledt, that it is not the 
daring plunderer alone they have to guard againft; they are 
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affailable under the {mile of difzmbled friendthip, by which 
the Generous and the Confiding are too often betrayed into 
a fituation écyoud the fhelter of any proteding law ; a wound 
which, perhaps, more than any other, hath tortured the feel- 
ings of fenfibility ! 

Waiting, therefore, that long-expected zra, when civiliza-~ 
tion, {cience, and philofophy, fhall bring us to a more con- 
firmed practice of rea/ virtue, it becomes us to view with 
charity thofe errors in others, which we have not as yet been 
able to correct in ourfelves. 

If the enlightened fons of Europe, enjoying the full blaze 
of advantages unknown in lefs favoured regions, have hi- 
therto made fo flow an advance toward moral perfection, 
they are furely paffing the fevereft cenfure on themyfelves, 
if they expect to find it in a happier manner approached 


by the dark and unfriended children of the SouTHERN 
Wor.p! 
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might have been enabled to offer the public a more finifhed 

picture of him. 
In the flight acquaintance made with him at Macao and 
ANTON, he hath, I truft, interefted the reader by that in- 
genuous opennefs, which was the refult of native fimplicity; 
he is there feen in the charaéter of a new-born creature, 
juit entering a world he was quite a ftranger to, darting his 
bewildered eyes on every fide, and folicited by fuch a va- 
ricty of novelty, that he knew not where to fix his atten- 
tion. However beautiful, however ftupendous the objects 
may be which furround us, when they have been within 
our view through all the progreffive advance of early years, 
they infenfibly ceafe to engage our notice»—The peafant, 
bred at the foot of AZTNA, or the ANDES, fees with indiffer- 
ence thofe wonderful operations of Nature, which feduce 
fo frequently from diftant countries the inquifitive traveller. 
—The cafe of Lzx Boo was directly otherwife; if 1 may be 
allowed the expreffion, he was born at the ftate of manhood, 
with his mind in full vigour, and inftamtly found. himfelfen+r 
compaffed by {cenes not only totally new, but totally beyond 
his conceptions—fcenes which to him were fo bordering 
on enchantment, that they were firfficient to have half over- 
fet the inexperienced facultzes of our young traveller, had 
he not conftantly had his Menor at his’ elbow to clear up 
all his difficulties, point his judgment properly, and give 
8 him 
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him a juft explanation of whatever became an object of his 
notice and furprize. 

We left them together, as the reader wilt recollect,.on 
board the Morse Indiaman, purfuing their paflage to Ev- 
ROPE; he was treated with much kindnefs and attention by 
the Commander, Captain Exxiot, and Lre Boo was fo 
courteous and pieafant during the whole voyage, that every 
one was ready to render him any fervice in their power. _ 

He was extremely defirous of knowing the name and 
country of every fhip he met at fea, and would repeat what 
he was told over and over till he had fixed it well in his 
memory ; and, as each inquiry was gratified, he made a 
knot on his Lize; but thefe knots now having greatly mul- 
tiplied, he was obliged to repeat them over every day to re- 
frefh his memory, and often to recur to Captain WILSsoN, 
or others, when he had forgot what any particular knot re- 
ferred to. The Officers in the MorsE, with whom only he 
affociated, when they faw him thus bufied with his Line, ufed 
to fay he was reading his journal. He frequently afked after 
all the people of the OROOLONG, who had gone aboard dif- 
ferent fhips at CuIN«, particularly after the Captain's fon, 
and Mr. SHARP. 

He had not been long on the voyage before he folicited 
Captain WrLs0N to get him a book,. and point out to him 
the letters, that he might, when he knew them, be inftructed 
in reading; all convenient opportunities were allotted to 
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gratify this with of his young pupil, who difcovered great 
readinefs in comprehending every information given him. 

On arriving at SAINT HELENA, he was much ftrnck with 
the foldiers and cannon on the fortifications ; and the com- 
ing in fuon after of four Englifa men of war, afforded him 
a fight highly delighting, particularly thofe which had two 
tier of guns. It was explained to him that thefe kind of 
fhips were intended only for fighting, and that the other 
veffels which he then faw in the Bay were deftined for 
commerce, to tranfport and exchange from one country to 
another its produce and manufactures.—Captain BULLER, 
the Commander of his Majefty’s fhip THz Cuasen, had the 
goodnefs to take him on board his own, and another fhip, 
to let him fee the men exercifed at the great guns and {mall 
arms, which exceedingly impreffed his imagination. 

On being carried to fee a fchool, he expreffed a with that 
he could learn as the boys did, feeling his own deficiency in 
knowledge. ; 

He defired to ride on horfeback into the country, which 
he was permitted to do; he fat well, and galloped, fhewed 
no fear of falling, and appeared highly-pleafed both with the 
novelty and pleafure of the exercife, ; 

Vifiting the Company's garden, he noticed fome fhady 
walks formed with bamboos arching overhead on lattice- 
work. He was ftruck with the refrefhing coolnefs they 
afforded, and obferved, that his own countrymen were 
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ignorafit of the advantages they might enjoy, faying, that 
on this ifland they had but little wood, yet applied it to a 
good purpofe; that at Petzw they had great abundance, 
and knew not how to ufe it.—Adding, that when he went 
back, he would {peak to the King, tell him how defeétive 
they were, and have men employed to make fuch bowers 
as he had feen. 

Such were the dawnings of a mind that felt its own dark- 
nefs—and had the good-fenfe to catch at every ray of light 
that might lead him forward to information and improve- 
_ ment! 

Before the Morse quitted SAINT HELENA, the Las- 
CELLES arrived, by which occurrence Lez Boo had an in- 
terview with his firft friend, Mr. SHARP; he had a fight of 
him from a window, and ran out with the utmoft impatience 
to take him by the hand; happy, after fo long a feparation, 
to meet him again, and evincing by his ardour the grateful 
fentiments he retained of the attention that gentleman had 
fhewn him. 

As he drew near the Britifp channel, the number of veffels 
that he obferved porfuing their different courfes, increafing 
fo much, he was obliged to give up the keeping of his 
journal; but was ftill very inquifitive to know, whither they 
were failing —When the Morss got to the IsLz or, WIGHT, 
Captain WILSON, his brother, the Prince, with feveral other 
paffengers, quitted her, and coming in a boat between the 
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Needles, arrived fafe at PortsmouTH the fourteenth of July 
1784.—On landing, the number and fize of the men of war 
then in harbour, the variety of houfes, and the ramparts, 
were all objects of attraction ; he feemed fo totally abforbed 
in filent furprize, that he had no leifure to afk any queftions. 
—The officer of the Morse charged with the difpatches 
{etting off immediately for LONDON, Captain WILSON, im- 
patient to fee his family, accompanied him, leaving his 
youne traveller under the care of his brother, to follow him 
by a coach, which was to fet off in the evening. As 
foon as he reached town, he was conveyed to the Captain’s 
houfe at ROTHERHITHE, where he was not a little happy to 
rejoin his adepted father, and in being introduced to his fa- 
mily. 

Though part of his journey had paffed during the night, 
yet, with returning day, his eyes had full employment on 
every fide; and when he had got to what was now to be, 
for fome time, his deftined home, he arrived in all the na- 
tural glow of his youthful fpirits. Whatever he had ob- 
ferved in filence, was now eagerly difclofed. He defcrib- 
ed all the circumftances of his journey 5 {aid it was very 
pleafant—that he had been put into a little houfe, which 
was run away with by horfes—that he flept, but ftill was 
going on; and, whilft he went one way, the fields, houfes, 
and trees, all went another—every thing, from the quick- 
nefs of travelling, appearing to him to be in motion. 

At 
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At the hour of reft he was fhewn by Mr. M. WILsown up 
to his chamber, where, for the firft time, he faw a four-poft 
bed; he could fcarce conceive what it meant—he jumped 
in, and jumped out again; felt and pulled afide the cur- 
tains; got into bed, and then got out a fecond time, to ad- 
mire its exterior form. At length, having become acquaint- 
ed with its ufe and convenience, he laid himfelf down to 
fleep, faying, that in ENGLAND there was a bou/e for every 
thing. 

It was not, I believe, more than a week after his arrival, 
when I was invited, by my late valued friend RopERT RAsu- 
LEIGH, Efq. to dinner, where Captain WiLson, and his 
young charge, were expected.— LEE Boo then pofleffed but 
very little Eng/i/e, yet, between words and action, made him- 
felf tolerably underftood, and feemed to comprehend the 
greater part of what was faid to him, efpecially, having the 
Captain by him to explain whatever he did not clearly com- 
prehend.—He was dreft as an Eng/s/bman, excepting that he 
wore his hair in the fafhion of his own country; appeared 
to be between nineteen and twenty years of age, was of a 
middling ftature, and had a countenance fo ftrongly marked 
with fenfibility and good-humour, that it inftantly preju- 
diced every one in his favour; and this countenance was 
enlivened by cyes fo quick and intelligent, that they might 
really be faid to announce his thoughts and conceptions 
without the aid of language. 
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Though the accounts I had previonfly received of this 
new man (as he was called at ‘Macoa) had greatly raifed 
my expectations, yet when I had been a-Intlée time in his 
company, I was perfectly aftonifhed at the eafe-and gentle- 
nefs of his manners; he was lively and .pleafant, and. had 
a politenefs without form, or reftraint, which appeared to 
be the refult of natural good-brceding.—As I chanced to 
fit near him at table, I paid him a great deal of attention 
which he feemed to be very fenfible of.—Many quetftions 
were of courfe put to Captain WrLson by the company, 
concerning this perfonage, and the country he had brought 
him from, which no Exropeam had ever vifited before; he 
obligingly entered on many particular circumftances which 
were highly interciting, {poke of the battles in which his 
people had affiited the King of PELEw, and of the peculiar 
manner the natives had of tying up their hair when going 
to war; Ler Boo, who fully underftood what his friend 
was explaining, very obligingly, and unasked, untied his 
own, and threw it into the form Captain WiLson had been 
defcribing.—1 might tire the reader were ] to enumcrate 
the trivial occurrences of a few hours, rendered only of con- 
fequence from the fingularity of this young man’s fituation ; 
Suffice it to fay, there was in all his deportment fitch affu- 
hility and propriety of behaviour, that when he took leave 
of the company, there whs hardly any one prefent who 
did not feel a fatisfa¢tion in having had’ an interview with 
him, 

I went 
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I went to ROTHERHITHR, a few days after, to fee Captain 
WILSON; LEE. Boo was reading at a window, he recollected 
me inftantly, and flew with eagernefs to the door to’ mcct 
me, looked on me as a friend, and ever after attached him- 
{elf to me, appearing to be happy whenever we met toge- 
ther.—In this vifit I had a good deal of converfation with 
him, and we mutually managed to be pretty well underftood 
by each other; he feemed to be pleafed with every thing 
about him, faid, All fine country, fine fireet, fine coach, and 
houje upon house up to fey, putting alternatcly one hand above 
another, by which | found (their own habitations being all 
on the ground) that every feparate ftory of our buildings he 
at that time confidered as a diftinct houtc. 

He was introduced to feveral of the Directors of the Inpr4 
ComPany, taken to vifit many of the Captain's friends, and 
gradually fhewn moft of the public buildings in the different 
quarters of the town; but his prudent conduétor had the 
caution to avoid taking him to any places of public enter- 
tainment, left he might accidentally, in thofe heated retorts, 
catch the fmall-pox, a difeafe which he purpofed to inoe 
culate the young Prince with, as foon as he had acquired 
enough of our language to be reafoned into the neceflity of 
fubmitting to the operation ; judging, and furely not with- 
out good reafon, that by giving him fo offenfive and trou- 
blefome a diftemper,: without firft explaining its nature, 
and preparing his mind to yield to it, it might weaken 
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that tinbeunded confidence which this youth placed in his 
adopted father. 

After he had been awhile fettled, and a little habituated 
to the manners of this country, he was fent every day to an 
Academy at ROTHERHITHE, to be inftructed in reading and 
writing, which he was himfelf eager to attain, and moft 
affiduous in learning; his whole deportment, whilft there, 
was fo engaging, that it not only gained him the efteem of 
the gentleman under whofe tuition he was placed, but alfo 
the affection of his young companions ;—in the hours of 
recefs, when he returned to the Captain’s houfe, he amufed 
the whole family by his vivacity, noticing every particula- 
rity he faw in any of his fchool-fellows, with great good- 
humour mimicking their different manners, fometimes fay- 
ing he would have a {chool of his own when he returned to 
PELEW, and fhould be thought very wife when he taught 
the great people their letters. 

He always addreffied Mr. WILSON by the appellation of 
Captain; but never would call Mrs. W1L80N (to whom he 
behaved with the warmeft affection) by any other name: 
than that of Mother, looking on tbat as a mark of the great- 
eft refpect,.—Being often told he fhould fay Mrs, Wrison, 
his conftant reply was, No, 2o--Motber, Mother. 

Captain WiLs0N, when invited to dine with his. particular 
friends, was gererally accompanied by Lax Boo; on which 
accafions, there was fo much eafe and politenefg.in-his beha- 
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viour, ‘as if he had been always habituated to good companv ; 
he adapted himfelf very readily to whatever he faw were the 
cuftoms of the country, and fully confirmed me in an op- 
nion which I have ever entertained, that #a/ua/ good man- 
ners is the matura/ refult of xa/ura/ yond fenfe. 

Wherever this young man went, nothing efcaped his 
obfervation; he had an ardent defire of information, and 
thankfully received it, always expreffing a wifli to know 
by what means effects which he noticed, were produced, 1 
was one day in company with him, where a young lady 
fat down to the harpficord, to fee how he was affected 
with mufic; he appeared greatly furprized that the in- 
ftrument could throw out fo much found; it was opened, 
to let him fee its interior conftruétion, he porcd over it with 
great attention, watching how the jacks were moved, and 
feemed far more difpofed to puzzle out the mcans which 
produced the founds, than to attend to the mufic that was 
playing. He was afterwards requefted to give us a PELEW 
fong; he did not wait for thofe repeated intreaties which 
fingers ufually require, but obligingly began one as foon as 
afked ; the tones, however, were fo harfh and difcordant,.and 
his breaft feemed to labour with fo much exertion, that his 
whole countenance was changed by it, and every one’s ears 
fiunned with the horrid notes. From this fample of PELrw 
finging, it is not to be wondered, that a chorus of fuch per- 
formers had the effect (as hath been related) of making‘oup 
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countrymen at OrRooLonG fly to their arms;—it might, in 
truth, have alarmed a whole garrifon.—Though when he 
had been fome time here, he readily caught two or three 
L:nel/ tongs, in which his voice appeared by no means ine 
harmonious. 

J.F£ Boo’s temper was very mild and compaffionate, difco- 
verine, in various initances, that he had brought from his fa-~ 
thet’s territories that {pint of philanthropy, which we have 
cen reigned there; yet he at all times governed it by difcretion 
and judgment.—If he faw the young afking relief, he would 
rebuke them with what little Exg//p he was matter of, telling 
them, it was a fhame to beg when they were able to work; 
but the intreatics of o/d age he could never withftand, frying, 
mufl vive poor old iman—old man no able to work. 

1 am perfectly convinced, that Captain WILSON, from the 
confidence which the King had repofed in him, would have 
held himfelf inviolably bound to proteét and ferve this 
young creature to the utmoft extent of his abilities; but, in- 
‘dependant of what he felt was due to the noble character of 
ABBA THULLE, there was fo much gentlenefs, and fo much 
gratitude lodged at LEE Boo’s heart, that not only the Cap- 
tain, but every part of his family, viewed him with the 
warmeft fentiments of cifinterefted affeftion.—Mr. H. WIL- 
son, the Captain’s fon, being a youth of a very amiable cha- 
racter, and a few years younger than Ler Boo, they had, 
during their voyage to, and flay in Cura, become mutuadty 
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attached to each other, and meeting again under the father’s 
roof, their friendfhip was ftill more cemented ; the voung 
Prince looked on him as a brother, and, in his leifure hours 
from the Academy, was happy to find in him a companion 
to converfe with, to exercife the throwing of the fpear, or 
partake in any innocent recreation. 

Bor am, the Ma/ay, whom the King had fent to attend on 
his fon, proving an unprincipled, difhoneft fellow, Ler Boo 
was fo difgutted with his condud, that he inticated Captain 
Wixson to fend him back to Sumatra (which he had 
learned was the Ma/ey"s own country); and Tom Rosr,a man 
of tried fidelity, and who had picked up a great deal of the 
PELEW lanenage, being at this time in ENGLAND, Was Cl 
gaged to fupply his place; an exchange which gave great fa- 
tisfaction tu all parties. 

Captain WILson being now and then incommoded with 
fevere head-achs, which were fometimes relieved by lying 
down on the bed; on thefe occafions the feclings of LEL 
Boo were cver alarmed. He appeared always unhappy, 
would creep up foftly to his protector’s chamber, and fit 
filent by his bedfide for a long time together, without mov- 
ing, peeping gently from time to time between the curtains, 
to fee if he flept, or lay eafy. 

Asthe anecdotes of this fingular youth are but {canty, beiny, 
all unfortunately limited to a very fhort period, I would un- 
willingly, in this place, withhold one, where his own heart 
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defcyibed itfelf, The Captain having been all the morning 
in LONDON, after dinner afked his fon if he had been at 
fome place, he had, before he went to town, directed him to 
call at, with a particular meflage? The fact was, the two 
young frends had been amufing themfelves with, throwing 
the {pear, and the bufinefs had been totally forgot en.—Cap- 
tain WiLson was hurt at the neglect, and told his fon it 
was very idle and carelefs; this being fpoken in an impa- 
tient tone of voice, which LEE Boo conceiving was a mark 
of anger in the father, flipt unobferved out of the parlour. 
The matter was inftantly forgotten, and fomething elfe 
talked of, when LEE Boo being miffed, Harry WILSON 
was fent to look after him, who finding him in a back room 
quite dejected, defired him to return to the family; LEE 
Boo took his young friend by the hand, and on entering the 
parlour went up to the father, and laying hold of his hand 
joined it with that of his fon, and prefling them together, 
dropped over both: thofe tears of fenfibility, which his affec- 
tionate heart could not on the occafion fupprefs. 

Captain WiLson and the young Prince dining with me 
early after his arrival, I was afking how he was affected by 
painting ; on mentioning the fubject, Dr. CARMICHAEL 


-SmMyYTH, whom I had requefted to meet this ftranger, 


wifhed me to bring a miniature of my(clf, that we 
might all thereby obferve if it ftruck him; he took it 
in his hand, and inftantly darting his eyes toward me, 
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called.owt, Mifer KeatE—very nice, very g00d.—The Captain 
then afking him, if he underftood what it fignified ?. he re- 
plied, LEE Boo underfiand well—that Mifér Ke ate die—th,s 
Mifer KEATE /ive.—A treatife on the utility and intent of 
portrait-painting could not have better defined the art than 
thio little fentence. 

Mrs. WILSON defiring LEE Boo, who was on the oppofite 
fide of the table, to fend her fome cherries, perceiving that 
he was going to take them up with his fingers, jocofely no- 
ticed it to him, he inftantly reforted to a {poon; but, fenfible 
that he had difcovered a little unpolitenefs, his countenance 
was in a moment fuffufed with a blufh, that vifibly forced it- 
felf through his dark complexion. 

A lady, whe was of the party, being incommoded by the 
violent heat of the day, was nearly fainting, and obliged to 
leave the room; this amiable youth feemed much ditftreffed 
at the accident, and feeing her appear again when we were 
fummoned to tea, his inquiries, and particular attention to 
her, as ftrongly marked his tendernefs, as it didNhis good- 
breeding. 

He was fond of riding in a coach beyond any other con- 
veyance, becaufe, he faid, people could be carried where they 
wanted to go, and at the fame time fit and converfe together. 
He feemed particularly pleafed at going to church, and, 
though he could not comprehend the fervice, yet he per- 
feétly underftood the intent of it, and always behaved there 
with remarkable propriety and attention. 

Zz Captain 
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Captain Witson kept him from going abroad, except to 
vifit friends, for the reafon already affigned, as alfo from 
another prudential confideration, that his mind might be 
tranquil, nor too much drawn off from the great object ‘in 
view, the attaining the language, which would enable him to 
comprehend fully every purpofed information, and to enjoy 
better whatever he fhould then be fhewn. The river, the 
fhipping, and the bridges he was forcibly ftruck with; and 
he was feyeral times taken to fee the guards exercifed and 
march in St. JAMEs’s park, a fight which gratified him much, 
every thing that was military greatly engaging his attention. 
To a young creature, fituated as he was, and whofe eye and 
mind were ever in queft af information, circumftances per- 
petually occurred, that at the time interefted thofe who were 
about him, but which a¢ prefent would be trefpaffing too 
much on the reader to mention. 

I went to fee him the morning after Lunarp1’s firft af- 
cent in the ballaon, not doubting but that I fhould have 
found him to the greateft degree aftonifhed at an exhibition 
which had excited fo much curiofity even amongft ourfelves ; 
but, to my great furprize, it did not appear to have engaged 
him, in the leaft. He faid, be thought it avery foolifh thing 
to ride in the air like a bird, when a man could travel fo 
much more pleafantly on borfeback, or in a coach.—He was 
either not aware of the difficulty, or hazard of the enterprize, 
or it is not improbable that a man flying up through the 
clouds fyfpended at a balloon, might have been ranked by 

him 
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him as a common occurrence, in a country which was per- 
petually {preading before him fo many fubjects of furprize. 

Whenever he had opportunities of feeing gardens, he was 
an attentive obferver of the plants and fruit-trees, would afk 
many queftions about them, and fay, when he returned home, 
he would take feeds of fuch as would live and flourifh in 
PELEw ; talked frequently of the things he fhonid then per- 
fuade the King to alter, or adopt; and appeared in viewing 
moft objects to confider how far they might be rendere@ 
ufeful to his own country. 

He was now proceeding with hafty ftrides in gaining the 
Engli/ \anguage, and advancing fo rapidly with his pen, that 
he would probably in a fhort time have written a very fine 
hand, when he was overtaken by that very difeafe, which 
with fo much caution had been guarded againft. On the 16th 
of December he felt himfelf much indifpofed, and in a day or 
two after an eruption appeared all over him.—Captain W1L- 
SON called to inform me of his uneafinefs, and was then 
going to Dr. CARMICHAEL SMYTH, to requeft he wouid fee 
him, apprehending that it might be the fmall-pox. 

Dr. Smytu, with whofe profeffional abilities are united 
every accomplifhment of the fcholar and the gentleman, and 
whofe friendfhip 1 feel a pride in acknowledging myfelf 
long poffeffed of, defired me to go with him to RoTurr- 
HITHE, When he defcended from LEE Boo’s chamber 
(where he rather wifhed me not to go) he told the family 

Zz 2 that 
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that there was not a.doubt with refpeét to the difeafe, and 
was forry to add (what he thought it right to prepare them . 
for) that the appcarances were fuch as almoft totally pre- 
cluded the hope of a favourable termination; but that he 
had ordered whatever the prefent moment required. Cap- 
tain WILSON carneftly folicited the continuance, if poffible, of 
his vifits, and was affured that however inconvenient the dif- 
tance, he would daily attend the iffue of the diftemper. 

4 When I went the fecond day, I found Mr, SHARP there, 
a gentleman fo often mentioned in the foregoing narra- 
tive; who, hearing of his young friend’s illnefs, had come 
to affift Captain WiLson, nor ever ftirred from the houfe, 
till poor Ler Boo had yielded to his fate. 

The Captaii Luasving never had the finall-pox himfelf, 
was now precluded going into LEE Boo’s room, who, in- 
formed of the caufe, acquieiced in being deprived of feeing 
him, {till continuing to be full of inquiries after his health, 
fearing he might catch the difcafe; but though Captain 
WiLson complied with the requeft of his family in not go- 
ing into the chamber, yet he never abfented himfelf from 
the houfe; and Mr. SHarp conftantly took care that every 
direflion was duly attended to, and from him I received the 
account of our unfortunate young ftranger during his ill- 
nefs, which he bore with great firmnefs of mind, never re- 
fufing to take any thing that was ordered for him, when 
told that Dr. SMy TH, (to whofe opinion he paid the greateft 

deference) 
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deference) defired it.—Mrs. WILson happening to have 
fome indifpofition at this time, which confined her to her 
bed, LEE Boo, on hearing of it, became impatient, faying, 
What, Mother il! Ler Boo get up to fee her; which he did, 
and would go to her apartment, to be fatisfied how fhe 
really was. 

On the Thurfday before his death, walking acrofs the 
room, he looked at himfelf in the glafs (his face being then 
much fwelled and disfigured) ; he fhook his head, and turn- 
ed away, as if difgufted at his own appearance, and told Mr. 
SHARP, that is father and mother much grieve, for they knew 
he was very fick; this he repeated feveral times.—At night, 
growing worfe, he appeared to think himf1f in danger; he 
took Mr. SHARP by the hand, and fixing his cycs itedfaftly 
on him, with earneftnefs fuid, Good friend, when you oo 44 
PELEW, ¢e/l ABBA TUULLE ‘¢hat Ler Goo ¢ake much drink to 
make fmall-pox go away, but he die;—that the Captain and 
Mother (meaning Miftrefs WiLson) very kind—a// Englifh 
very good min ;—awas much forry be could not [peak to the King 
the number of fine things the Engiifh bad got.—Then he reck- 
oned what had been given him as prefents, which he wifhed 
Mr. SHaRP would diftribute, when he went back, among 
the Chiefs; and requefted that very particular care might be 
taken of the blue glafs barrels on pedeftals, which he di- 
rected fhould be given to the King. 


Poor Tom Ros, who ftood at the foot of his young 
miattcr’s 
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mafter’s bed, was fhedding tears at hearing afi this, which 
LEE Boo obferving, rebuked him for his weaknefs, afking, 
Why fhould he be crying fo becaufe Lux, Boo die ? 

Whatever he felt, his {pirit was above complaining; and 
Mrs. WiLson’s chamber being adjoining to his own, he 
often called out to inquire if fhe was better, always adding, 
left fhe might fuffer any difquietude on his account, Ler 
Boo do well, Mother. The {mall-pox, which had been out 
eight or nine days, not rifing, he began to feel himfelf fink, 
and told Mr. SHARP de was going away. His mind, however, 
remained perfectly clear and calm to the laft, though what 
he fuffered in the latter part of his exiftence was fevere in- 
deed; the ftrength of his conftitution ftruggled long and 
hard againit the venom ot his diftemper, till exhauficd na- 
ture yielded in the contetft. 

Dr. SMyTH had the goodnefs, every day on his return 
from ROTHFRHITHE, to inform me of the ftate of his pa- 
tient, but never gave me any hope of his recovery. Being 
under an engagement, with my family, to pafs a week at 
the houfe of my friend, Mr. BRooK WATSON, at Sheen, 
(who was equally anxious and alarmed as ourfelves for this 
amiable young man) I requefted the Doctor would have the 
goodnefs to continue to me his information.— The fecond 
day after 1 left town, I received the intelligence of his death, 
which deeply affected us all.—I cannot give an account of 
this melancholy event fo well as by tranfcribing Dr. SMy TH’s 
letter, by which it was conveyed to me. 

MY 
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Monday, Dec. 27, 1784. 
MY DEAR SIR, 


It is an unpleafant tafk for me to be the herald of bad 
news, yet, according to my promife, I muft inform you of 
the fate of poor Ler Boo, who died this morning without a 
groan, the-vigour of his mind and body refifting to the 
very laft.—Yefterday, the fecondary fever coming on, he 
was fejzed with a fhivering fit, fucceeded by head-ach, vio- 
lent palpitation of the heart, anxiety, and difficult breath- 
ing; he again ufed the warm bath, which, as formerly, 
afforded him a temporary relief; he had a blifter put on 
his back, which was as ineffectual as thofe applicd to his 
legs. He expreffed all his feelings to me, in the moft forci- 
ble and pathetic manner, put my hand upon his heart, 
leant his head on my arm, and explained his uneafinefs in 
breathing ; but when I was gone he complained no more, 
fhewing that he complained with a view to be relieved, not 
to be pitied.—In fhort, living or dying he has given me a 
leffon which I fhall never forget; and furely, for patience 
and fortitude, he was an example worthy the imitation of a 
Stoic /—1 did not fee Captain WiLson when I called this 
morning, but the maid-fervant was in tears, and every perfon 
in the family wore the face of grief; poor LEE Boo’s affec- 
tionate temper made every one look upon him as a bro- 


ther or a child,—Compliments to the ladies, and to Mr. 
9 WATSON; 
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WATSON}; who, I make no doubt, will all join in regretting 
the untimely end of our poor Prince.—From you, my friend, 
fomething more will be expected; and, though you cannot 
bring him back to life, you are called upon (particularly con- 
fidcsing his great attachment to you) not to let the memory 
of fo much virtue pafs away unrecorded.—But | am inter- 
rupted in thefe melancholy reflections, and have only time 
to affure you of (what will never pafs away but with myfelf) 
the fincere friendfhip of your affectionate, &c. 
JA’ CARMICHAEL SMYTH. 


Captain WILson notified to the India Houfe the unfortu- 


nate death of this youny nian; and received orders to con- 
duét every thing with proper decency refpecting his fune- 
ral. He was interred in ROTHERHITHE church-yard, the 
Captain and his brother attending. All the young people of 
the Academy joined in this teftimony of regard; and the 
concourfe of people at the church was fo great, that it ap- 
peared as if the whole parifh had affembled to join in feeing 
the laft ceremonies paid to one who was fo much beloved by 
al] who had known him in it. 

The INDIA Company, foon after, ordered a tomb to be 
erected over his grave, with the following infcription, which 
I have tran{cribed from it: 

I 
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To the Memory 
of Prince LEE Boo, 
A native of the PELEw, or Patos Iflands; 
and Son to ABBA THULLE, Rupack or King 
of the Ifland Coorooraa; 
who departed this Life on the 27th of December 1784, 
aged 20 Years; 
This Stone is infcribed, 
by the Honourable United East INDIA COMPANY, 
as a Teftimony of Efteem for the humane and kind Treatment 
afforded by H1s FATHER to the Crew of their Ship 
the ANTELOPE, Captain WIL8oON, 
which was wrecked off that Ifland 


in the Night of the oth of Auguft 1783. 


Stop, Reader, ftop!——let NATURE claim a Tear— 
& Prince of Mine, Luz Boo, lies bury’d here. 


3A Among 
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Among the little property which he left behind, befide 
what he had particularly requefted Mr. SHARP to convey to 
his father and friends, there were found, after his death, the 
ftones or feeds of moft of the fruits he had tafted in England, 
carefully and feparately put up.—And when one confiders 
that his ftay with us was but five months and twelve days, we 
find, that in the midft of the wild field of novelty that en- 
compaffed him, he had not been neglectful of that which, 
before his departure from PELEw, had been probably point- 
ed out to him as a principal matter of attention. 

From thefe trifling anecdotes of this amiable youth, cut 
off in the moment that his charndee began to bloffom, what 


hopes might not have been entertained of the future fruit 
fuch a plant would have produced !—ElIe had both ardour 
and talents for improvement, and every gentle quality of the 
heart to make himfelf beloved; fo that, as far as the dim 
fight of mortals is permitted to penetrate, he might, had his 
days been lengthened, have carried back to his own country 
—not the vices of a new world—but thofe /o/id advantages 
which his own good fenfe would have fuggefted, as likely to 
become moft ufeful to it. 

But—how carry éack ?—That event depended not on 
himfelf ;—a naked, confiding ftranger—he trufted implicitly 
to others, and left the protecting arms of a father without 
apprehenfion—without ftipulation.—The evening before the 
OrooLone failed, the King afked Captain W1Lson, how 
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long it might be before his return to PELEw? and being 
told, that it would probably be about thirty moons, or might 
chance to extend to fix more, ABBA THULLE drew from his 
bafket a piece of Line, and, after making thirty knots on it, 
a little diftance from each other, left a long fpace, and then 
adding fix others, carefully put it by. 

As the flow but fure fteps of Time have been moving 
onward, the Reader’s imagination will figure the anxious 
parent reforting to this cherifhed remembrancer, and with 
joy untying the earlier records of each elapfing period ;— 
as he fees him advancing on his Line, he will conccive that 
joy redoubled ;—and, whgn nearly approaching to the ¢dir- 
tieth knot, almoft accufing the planet of the night for paffing 
fo tardily away. 

When verging towards the termination of his /afef# reck- 
oning, he will then picture his mind glowing with parental 
affection, occafionally alarmed by doubt—yet ftill buoyed up 
by hope;—he will fancy him pacing inquifitively the fea- 
fhore, and often commanding his people to afcend every 
rocky height, and glance their eyes along the level line of 
the horizon which bounds the furrounding ocean, to fee if 
haply it might not in fome part be broken by the diftant 
appearance of a returning fail. 

Laftly, he will view the good ABBA THULLE, wearied out 
by that expectation, which fo many returning moons, fince 
his reckoning cea/ed, have by this time taught him he had 

3A2 nourifhed 
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nourifled in vain.—But the Reader will bring him back to. 
his remembrance, as armed with that unfhaken fortitude 
that was equal to the trials of varying life.—He will not in 
bim, as in leis manly fpirits, fee the paffions rufhing into op- 
pofite extremes—Hope turned to De/pair— Affection converted 
to Hatred —No—After fome allowance for their natural fer- 
mentation, he will fuppofe them all placidly fubfiding into: 
the Ca/m of Refignation !— 

Should this not be abfolutely the cafe of our friendly 
King—as the human mind is far more pained by wacertainty 
than a knowledge of the worfi—every reader will lamenty. 
he fhould to this moment remain ignorant, that his long- 
looked for Son can return no more. 

At Roms, the life of one citizen faved, gave a claim to: 
the civic wreath—At PELEWw, fo many of our countrymén 
refcued from diftrefs, and by ABBA THULLE’s protection and 
benevolence, not only faved from inevitable deftruction, but 
enabled to return in fafety to their families and friends, hath 
fure a ftill ftronger claim to a wreath from Britif Grati- 
tude ! 
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PELE W. 


4rracat - - - 
4rtheil - - - 
Nalakell ~ - 
Rupack .- - =— 
Catham - - = 
Catheil - 
Morwakell 
Talacoy’ ~ 


{ 
1 


‘ 
\ 


Sucatic - - - 
Takelby - 
Botheluth-- = - 
Ungelell - - = 
Q> 
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ENGLISH. 


A man. 

A woman. 

A child. 

A Chief, or title of rank, 
A father. 

A mother. 

A wife. 

A male infant: 

A friend. 


- A workman, or artificer, 
' The head. 


The teeth, 
Kimath 
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Kimath 


Kalakalath 


Arraffack 
Oroofock 


Toot - 
Cokeeth 
Playe 
Pye - 


Morabalow 


Poderay 


Trir - 


Oyle/s 


Pewell - 
Quall - 


Jawr 


Koluck - 


Aleui/s 
Cocow 
Coffall 
Pook 


CurraCurra - 


Yoo - 
Cabos 


Elouth 


ENGLISH: 


The arms. 
The body. 
Blood. 
Bones. 
A woman's breafts. 
The thighs. 
A dwelling-houfe. 
A public hall, or large houfe. 
A town. 
Home, a man’s dwelling. 
A fpoon. 
A knife. 
A cup. 
A bafon. 
Plates, or difhes. 
Oil. 
Cocoa-nuts. 
Yams. 
Turmeric. 
Beetk-nut. 
Lemon. 
Plantains or bananas. ' 
Cabbage; #. ¢. the head of the cab- 
bage-tree. 
Molofies. 
Outb 
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Outh - 
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' Katt - 


Karr - 


Pyaap 


Cokall - 


Paathe 


Colocol - 


Cootoom 
4rral 
Garagar 
Athagell 


Meyrooke 


Lills - 
Allell - 
Mallaeye 


Coybattle 


Yarfe 


Pecforfe - 


Difoma 


Beefakell * 


Gil - 
Cray - 
Ougutb 
Poop - 


ENGLISH. 


A torch. 
Smoke, 
Fire. 
A rat. 
An ifland. 
A rock. 
A fand, or fhoal, in the fea. 
Earth or land fit for cultivation. 
Frefh water. 
Wood ; #. e. trees. 
Bamboo. 
Rattans. 
Spears or darts. 
A leaf of a tree, bufh, or plant. 
A canoe, or boat. 
A maft. 
A fail. 
A paddle, or oar. 
The battom piece of the out-rigger. 
The fhell ornaments of the canoes, 
A rope. 
Small line, or cord. 
A fifhing-net. 
Fifhing-pots, or bafkets, made of fplit 
bamboo. 
Thoup 
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rELEW. 


Thoup - 


Nerkell - - = 


Cuimathuck Nickel 


Arool = 
Cofacurra - 
Kerthoucs - 


Kit = = 
Kifiuruck - 
Aawell - 


Craabrutell - « 


Cockivoor - 
Cap 2 = 
Malk sn 
Doothuck - 
Oleek - = 
Niefe - 
Bufoook - 
Sweebua -+ 
Muyugeagn +. 
Coyofs - - 
Cils - - 
Pooyer - ~- 
Abesbiyh ~ 
Metjixs - - 


= 


° . 


> 


~ 


ENGLISH. 


The fea. 

Fifth. 

Fifh-{cales. 

Skaite, or large flat-fifh. 

The common cockle. 

Ditto; the flutings of this cockle-fheR 

are circular, net radiated. 

Kima-oockle. - 
The mother of pearl fhell. 
Turtle. 

Cray-fth,.or lobfter.~ 

Birds. 

Pigeons. 

A fowl, 

The tropic-bird.- 

Large bat, or flying-fox. 
Eggs. 

Feathers, ar quills. 

To. fly. 

To: (wim. 

The fun. 

‘Fo be fin-burnt; or bliftered. 
The moon, 

Stars. 

Seven ftass, or Pleiades. 

Yangle 
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Yangle - - 


Yabbath - 
Koyyoou - 


Katt akatt - - 


Kull - - 


Kull akoyyoou - 
Myoofook - 


Coreowe 
Thdrum - 
Paffapafjoo 
Efaw - 
Cocook - 
Offmethellaa 


Cotharaa trioook - 


Cappafay - 


Olongkalla allakath 


Meleull - 


Peeleelurattle 
Coteookell aeoyo/s - 


Coltho coyo/s 
Mogall - 
Macrafem 
Matbrabith 


ENGLISH. 


Sky. 
Clouds. 
Wind, 
Fog, hazy o1 thick weather; 4. ¢. 

literally fmoky. 
Rain, 
Wind and rain, a /quall. 
Little wind, or a ca/m. 
Lightning. 
Thunder. 
Repeated claps of thunder. 
Rainbow. 
Day. 
Mid-day, or noon. 
Afternoon, or evening. 
Night. 
Day-light, or dawn. 
Darknefs. 
Morning; or fun-rife. 
Sun-fet. 
Yefterday. 
Burning hot. 
Cold. 
Hunger. 

3B Munga 
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PELE W. 


Munga - 
Melim - 


Meethinggi/s 
Thomor acocook = 


Weetacallell acoyofs 


Comofoy - 
Mifjceowe 

Morineough 
Meeake - 


Sopogup - 


Kalpatt - ‘ 


Woolell ~ 


Mathingaa 
Mokoot - 
Riamall - 
Kuthull ~ 
Orbough - 
Clooile  - 
Ogno/s  - 
Suam pepak 


3 


ENGLISH. 


To eat, 

To drink. 

To be fatisfied with eating. 

Break fatt. 

Dinner. 

Supper. 

To cook, to drefs victuals. 

To broil victuals. 

A fweetmeat made of almonds and 
moloffes. 

A fweetmeat made of a fmall root 
like a turnip. 

A {weet pudding made of boiled yams 
and moloffes. 

A fweetmeat made of f{craped cocoa- 
nuts and molofics. 

Mouldy. 

Rotten. 

The wild bread-fruit. 

The Jamboo apple. 

Beads. 

To cough. 

To f{neeze, 

To be pleafed, or glad. 

Gurrager 
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Gurragur 
Malill - 
Puckafoogel ~ - 


Qoothung 


Thingaringer 


Motur 


Merengell 


Ellmanzle 
Adapat - 


Parr - 
Moopat 


Peekeei/s - 


Moratle 


Arramooroot 


Mooboo 


Cockanicw 


Bomithocar 


Amuno 


ENGLISH, 


To laugh. 

To play, to toy. 

To deceive, to {peak or act in joke, 
or doubtfully. 

Wife, or cunning—as Coo/hung arra- 
cat, a wife man. 

Foolith, or a fool—as Thingaringer, 
artheil, a foolifh woman. 

To be angry. 

To be in pain. 

To cry. 

To lay down to flecp, #.¢. to go to 
reit. 

A mat to fleep on. 

To flcep. 

To awake from fleep. 

To walk. 

To run, or make hafte, 

To fall down. 

To take care, 7, ¢. not to flip or fall in 
walking, 

To arife from where you are fitting, 
to move out of that place. 

Come in, #4. ¢. come into a houfe, (an 
invitation or requeft.) 

3B2 Bowngeeaye 
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Bomgeeaye - 


Poreowe - 
Koomacar 


Jolocoy = 
Moi aamaw 
Arrab - 


Mora tmey - 
Mathack - 
Ongeelatrecoy 


Mungou - 


Kiboteleck - 
Kibotelem - 
Annabookeeth 
Ackmethack 
Atalell - 


Agaa 


Kitra - 
Swallow - 
Calas - 
Kifeem - 


ENGLISH. 


Sit down. 

To ftoop down. 

To exchange, to barter, to give one 
thing for another. 

To talk. 

To cheer, to huzza. 

To call to a perfon at a diftance, as 
halloo ! 

Come to me. 

Don’t be afraid. 

Means that a thing or bufinefs is well 
done. 

To fetch, to bring fomething want- 
ed. 

The right fide. 

The left fide. 

To give any thing, to make a prefent.. 

Thank you. 

What is the name? 

This thing, or that thing. 

What is it called? 

A mat bafket. 

A fmall ditto. 

An adze or hatchet, made of fheli 

+ Sous 
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Sous - - 
Caruie - - 
Mulakow -~ ~ 
Malapall - - 


Mooreollow - 
Mootteetur - - 
Meeleemoth - = 


Morofoock 


Mafaketb - = 
Matheethy - - 
Marajam - - 
Bomgeetee 
Meeleehotuck - 
Aclaloo - - 
Mokamat - - 
Cocuath - - 
Umkarr - = 
Umkarra lills - 
Mathee - 
Maatheyy - - 
Moraick = 


ENGLISH. 


Signifies a file made of fifhi-fkin, 

The drefs worn by the women, 

To wath any thing, or themfelves. 

To wafh or wipe the hand after eat- 
ing. 

To clean, to fweep a room. 

To work, or labour. 

To throw water out of a boat pr vef- 
fel, 

To beat, as with a hammer, or to 
pound, as in a mortar, 

To reduce, to make lefs. 

To enlarge, to make bigger. 

To repair, to mend any thing. 

To throw any thing away. 

To ftrike, to give a blow. 

To pilfer, to take any thing flily. 

War, to fight. 

Fighting as children. 

Wounded. 

A wound made by a {pear. 

Killed. 

Dead. 

Sick... 
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Thoo ~ 


Moringell - 


Macckathe 
Melgoth - 


Prothothuck 


Clowe - 
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Owmuckell - 


Kickaray 
Koomangle 
Cathep - 
Merrow - 
Cioyecth = 
Icmathe 
Peepack - 
Sola, Sola 


Moofels - 


Moo/e/s akoyyou = 


Aaa - 

Deak - 
Naak - 
Kow - 
Arrabecta 


ENGLISH. 


A bile or blotch. 
To be in pain from a bile or blotch, 
To itch. 
To tattoo or mark the body and limbs, 
Their wooden fword. See Plate Il. 
Sigs Us 
Large. 
A thing of a middling fize. 
Small. 
Long. 
Short. 
A meafure, anfwering to our fathom. 
A great diftance. 
A fhort diftance, 
A great many, abundance. 
Enough, plenty, generally {poke twice; 
as Sola, Sola, enough, enough. 
Too much of any thing. 
Too high a wind. 
Yes. 
No, 
Me, mylelf, 
You. 
The other fide of any thing, 
4 Oleeakeck 
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Oleeakeck 
Olceakem 
Mungeet 
Weel ~ - 


Weel atrecoy 


Mogull - 


Omacarew 


Foomgthcotooath - 


Soomgih 


Debu/fs 


Morakeih ~ 


Maouth 


Ago mey 


Deakatick 


Ongeell 
Oul mey 


ENGLISH. 


High, or above. 

Low, or downwards. 

Not good. 

Good. 

Very good. 

Bad, or difpleafing. 

To turn or tack, as a fhip or boat. 

To caulk, or ftop a leak. 

Their oakum, made of cocoa-nut 
hufks. 

To defert or forfake a place or perfon. 

Means for a perfon to go befure to 
fome place. 

Means that you will follow and join 
them. 

Means go away, or out of my fight, 
being difpleafed with the perfon to 
whom it is fpoke. 

A diflike of what is offered you, or 
declaration that you will not ac- 
cept it. 

It will do, it is very well. 

Give me that thing near you, or in 


your hand, 
Deegaa 
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A VOCABULARY OF 


PELE W. 


Deézaa - 


Morakatlow 


Mey - 


Pomray - 


Calakaa - = 
Mav/ackarangath 
Ley mey = = 
Mcemathifa - 
Mifjak ° - 
Mercacrick = 
Myyufs - - 
Lagooruth - = 


Arreée, Arreé 


Morru - 
Calem - 


Arrack - 
Mezgjoos 


Meeship - 


Moorcokem 


ENGLISH. 


I have‘hot what is afked for. 

Go away, ftand afide, keep at a dif- 
tance, 

Come, 

To go away. 

Prefently. 

Give me that. 

Bring me that. 

Let me look at it. 

To look out, to efpy. 

To fearch, to look for a thing loft. 

To paddle a canoe. 

To paddle faft. 

Signifies tothe men in the canoes to 
exert themfelves. 

To hinder work, to impede it. 

To give a portion of provifion to each 
Chief or family at a feaft. 

To ftop. 

To make obcifance, to ft6op to a 
Chief, 

Broke like a ftick or piece of wood, 
purpofey. 

Broke like a piece of pottery or fhell, 
falling to the ground, accidentally. 

Melocketh 
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PELEW. ENGLISH. 


Melocketh - - = Broke likea rope by tenfion. 
Arrafook + - = Awhite ftone. 

Coreick = - - Red. 

Kow/fe+ - - - White. - 

Kajs_ - - = Black, 

Coteetow - - - Blue. 

Meelemow - - = Green. 

Koothoo - - - Yellow. 

Careereeack - = = Brown. 


Theilmuck - - = Peace. 
Jong - - = One, 
Q? 00 - - - Two. 
Othtyy -— = - Three. 


Oang - - - Four. 
Aeem - - «+ Five. 
Malong - - - Six. 


Oweth - - - Seven. 
Jer - - - - LEjight. 
Etew - - - Nine. 
Mackhoth - -~ » “Ten. 
Oloyuck - - - Twenty. 


Ockathey - - = Thirty. 
Ockawaugh - - = Forty. 
Fifty. 
3C Ockgallom 


QOrkeem - 


